
 

Lesson 7: PULLING WEEDS 
 

“See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck 

up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to 

plant.” 

Jeremiah 1:10 

 

Introduction 

• Why is it that we don’t expect our gardens to just grow by themselves, 

but we somehow expect our marriages to blossom beautifully without 

the daily work of “pulling weeds” and “planting and nurturing the 

plants”? 

 

 

• Just like a garden requires attention to grow and flourish, so do our 

marriages 

 

 

• Paul Tripp says, “Perhaps one of the fundamental sins that we all commit 

in our marriages is the sin of inattention.” (What did you expect?) 

 

• Let us look at some of the difficulties and challenges in our marriages that 

need attention to allow our marriages to flourish. 

 



A lesson from Jeremiah 

• God said to Jeremiah, “See, I have set you this day over nations and over 
kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to 
build and to plant” (Jeremiah 1:10) 
 
 

• Every marriage has things in it that continually need destroying and 
building, pulling and planting 
 
 

• This process of pulling and planting must be our daily commitment in 
marriage 

 
 
 

Failure to reassess former relationships 
 
Previous relationships 

• As you are seeking to plant and to build a marriage that has a foundation 
of trust and loyalty, there can be no room for the maintenance or nurture 
of relationships with former loves 
 
 

Parents 

• Genesis 2:24, Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 
 

• When the woman comes under the authority of her husband there is a: 
o New allegiance 

 
o New structure of responsibilities 

 
o New structure of protection 

 
o New structure of leadership 
 



Failure to factor children 
• We understand that “Children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of 

the womb a reward” (Psalm 127:3), and yet there is no doubt the 
inclusion of children into a marriage provides adequate soil for weeds of 
division to occur. 

• Here are six things to consider when factoring children into marriage: 
 

1) Lack of desire for children 
o If the reasons not to have children are not dealt with or left 

unattended, they can raise themselves down the track with 
destructive force 

 
 

2) Infertility 
o Infertility, when worked through biblically, does not need to be a 

destructive factor in marriages facing this 
 
 

3) Lack of planning for children 
o While children are a blessing from the Lord, failure to adequately 

plan for children can add immense pressure to marriages 
 
 

4) Disciplining children 
o Proverbs 22:15, Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod 

of discipline drives it far from him 
 
 

5) Children as the glue 
o Unless the marriage relationship is nurtured throughout the years of 

parenting, an unhealthy reliance on children for cohesion can occur 
 
 

6) Busyness 
o The constant push for bigger and better absorbs our time, energy, 

and relational vitality 



Failure to nurture the relationship 
 

• We take our spouse for granted 
o If we fail to pay attention to our marriages, they will slowly 

deteriorate and lose the ultimate purpose for which they were 
designed 

 
 
 
 

• We can make comparisons 
o Making comparisons in any area of life destroys our value of what 

we have, which is especially so in marriage 
 
 
 
 

Failure to forbear and forgive 
• Col 3:12-13, Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, … 

patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other …” 
 
 

• We are to put on patience by doing two things: 
 
 
o 1) _____________________________ 

 
 

o 2) _____________________________ 
 

 


