PROVERBS: Wisdom for Living
Study 3: Wisdom’s Warning
READ Proverbs 1:20-33; 1 Cor 1:18-25 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon.
[bookmark: _Hlk48796869][bookmark: _Hlk77747760][bookmark: _Hlk79583312]Complacency is the feeling of self-satisfaction without knowledge or awareness of the dangers or the deficiencies lurking in or outside of oneself. It is for this reason that Lewis Allen, in The Preacher’s Catechism, states that, for the Christian, “complacency is the Devil’s word”. In our study wisdom is personified as a lady who sounds the alarm toward all the simple who, in their complacency, procrastinate in following Christ. As a result, those who persist in ignoring her earnest calls will finally be rejected by God and come to ruin, while those who “listen to [Christ] will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of disaster” (Prov 1:33).
Main lesson: Those who reject wisdom’s warning will destroy themselves while those who heed it will dwell secure and be at ease without dread of disaster
Questions:
1. What might spiritual complacency mean and why is it so dangerous?



2. How is the wisdom of God described in vv. 20-21 and why is this significant?



3. A. From the following verses, in what ways is Wisdom crying out to our current culture to come to a knowledge of God? 
Psalm 19:1-2

Rom 2:14-15

Heb 1:1-2

B. What might this say about people’s culpability before God? See Rom 1:20.

4. What three classes of people does Wisdom cry to (v. 22) and how would you describe each? See Prov 13:1; Ps 1:1; Is 28:14-15; Prov 12:15a.



5. What promise does the Wisdom of God make and what must someone do to receive it? See also Ezekiel 18:23, 32; Acts 2:38; 16:31; 17:29-31.



6. A. From vv. 24-26, what will happen to someone who rejects God?



B. How should we understand God’s celebration of the demise of those who reject God in light of Ezekiel 33:11 and Matt 23:37? See Prov 11:10.



7. According to vv. 27-32, why does God finally ignore those who continually reject Him? What do you think of God’s action here? See Jer 2:27-28. 



8. What can be expected for the wise who listen to Christ and how does this encourage you in your present circumstances (v. 33)? See Matt 7:24-26.



9. Who best describes you from our study: wise, simple, scoffer or fool? Why?


STOP AND PRAY: 
Thank: the Lord for earnestly making Himself known in so many and varied ways
Confess: specific areas of your life which show a complacency toward Jesus
Pray: that you would daily listen attentively to Jesus and build your life on Him
