
ACTS: To the Ends of the Earth 

Study 45: The Ministry of Paul: Godly Leadership 

READ Acts 20:17-21 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

The book of Acts is written over a period of thirty years and explains the continual 

work of the risen Lord through the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem and beyond. 

Throughout Luke’s historical account he will often move quickly, covering years 

within a matter of verses. But sometimes he will slow right down and focus on a 

particular dialogue to teach us the type of preaching and leadership and doctrine 

and convictions that propelled the gospel forward. This is one of those times as Luke 

brings us in to the intimate discussion between Paul and the elders of Ephesus. 

Big idea: Paul shows us that a godly leader is marked by a consistent life, a servant 

attitude, and doctrinal conviction. 

Questions: 
1. Why do you think godly leadership is crucial for the health and prosperity of 

church life and family life? Share your experiences, both positive and negative. 

 

 

 

2. Why did Paul call "the elders of the church” at Ephesus to come to him in 

Miletus (Acts 20:17)? 

 

 

 

3. Read v. 18 and 1 Thess 1:5. Why is it important for leaders (ministry, family etc) 

to live with honest consistency before those whom they lead?  

 

 

 

4. A. Why is humility an important attribute of a godly leader? See v. 19, 2 Cor 3:5, 

John 13:1-17. 

 

 

B. What practical steps can we take to grow in humility? 

 

 

 

5. From the following verses, how did Paul view those whom he led, and what do 

you learn from this? 20:19, 31; 1 Thess 2:7-8; 2 Cor 2:4. 

 

 

 

6. A. Why might Paul have emphasized his faithfulness in declaring and teaching all 

the Word of God (vv. 20-21, 27)?  

 

 

B. Why do you think this is important from the following verses? 

20:26 and Ezek 33:8-9 

 

 

1 Tim 3:16 

 

 

Romans 16:16-17 

 

 

7. What might cause someone to “shrink back” from sharing the truths of Scripture 

and how should we counter fear? Provide Scripture references if possible. 

 

 

 

8. What has been the main application you have learned from Paul’s example as 

you lead in your current sphere of influence? 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God for His wisdom, power and might in ruling the world in righteousness  

Thank: Jesus for emptying Himself of all glory and becoming a servant to redeem you 

Pray: that you may be able to walk in the ways of Christ as you lead and shepherd 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/sermons/the-ministry-of-paul-servant-leadership/

