
ACTS: To the Ends of the Earth 

Study 44: Loving Christ’s Church 

READ Acts 20:1-16 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

In Ephesians 5:25 Paul states, “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” 

However, judging from the Apostle Paul’s words and actions this could describe him. 

Luke’s report of Paul’s final visits to the churches in the provinces of Macedonia, 

Achaia, and Asia illustrates this love and emphasizes the importance of 

encouragement that speaks the truth with affection, sacrifice that trusts in the 

sovereignty of God, strengthening others through the Word, and discipling through 

personal contact with others. 

Big idea: Paul displays what it means to love Christ’s church during his final visit to 

the churches of Macedonia and Achaia. 

Questions: 
1. Read vv. 1-16 and view the map over the page to identify where Paul travelled. 

A. Why do you think Paul made this journey (vv. 1-2)?  

 

 

 

B. What difficulties did he face during his travels? See 2 Cor 1:8; 2:12-13; 7:5-7. 

 

 

 

C. How does your answer to part A and B show you that Paul was not only a 

missionary, but also a pastor?  

 

 

 

2. How did Paul adapt his plans after learning that the Jews plotted against him (v. 

3)? How do you respond when you are forced to change your plans, especially 

when it is costly? 

 

 

3. Why did other men join Paul (v. 4 and 1 Cor 16:1-4) and what impact might this 

have had on all the churches involved? 

 

 

 

4. A. When did the church at Troas meet (v. 7) and why is it important to gather 

corporately with God’s people? Try to provide Scriptural references. 

 

 

 

 

B. What stands out to you from Paul’s meeting on the eve of his departure from 

Troas and why (vv. 7-12)? Consider what it tells you about Paul and the people. 

 

 

 

 

C. Is it acceptable for a Christian to regularly absent themselves from gathering 

with Christ’s church on the Lord’s Day? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

D. How does the preaching of the Word of God compare to the impact of signs 

and wonders for salvation and sanctification? See Luke 16:19-30, esp. vv. 27-30. 

 

 

 

5. How might you practically demonstrate your love to the people of Hills Bible 

Church this week? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God for placing you in the Body of Christ to give and receive love and nurture 

Thank: the Lord for giving you elders to teach, admonish, guide, and protect you  

Pray: that the Lord will give your leaders all wisdom and understanding for their work 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/sermons/loving-christs-church/


Paul’s communication with Corinth 
 
During his third missionary journey Paul had various forms of communication with 
the church at Corinth. It is quite difficult to piece all of this together, but necessary if 
we are to understand and learn from Paul’s pastoral interaction with them. Below is 
a summary of this communication: 
 
Initial word of concern 
While Paul was in Ephesus for 3 years, he got wind of worldly influences entering the 
church at Corinth. As a result, he wrote a letter to the church. 
 
Lost letter (letter 1): 
This letter, of which we do not have a copy today, is alluded to in 1 Cor 5:9 and deals 
with the sin of immorality and worldliness creeping into the church. Paul wrote, “I 
wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people.” 

 
Reply letter from Corinth 
Paul received a return letter which evidenced division, abuses of the Lord’s supper, 
many forms of worldliness, and ongoing sexual immorality present in the church. It 
also asked Paul’s opinion on issues such as marriage, food offered to idols etc (1 Cor 
7:1). 

 
1 Corinthians (letter 2) 
Paul responds to their letter with what we know as 1 Corinthians. It is believed that 
this was written toward the end of his three-year stay in Ephesus (AD 53-55). See 1 
Cor 16:5-9. 
 
Sorrowful visit 
While in Ephesus Paul made a brief visit to Corinth, which did not go well. Paul said 
in 2 Cor 2:1, “For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you.” This 
visit is known as the “sorrowful” or “painful” visit. 
 
Severe letter (letter 3) 
After Paul returned to Ephesus, he wrote a letter admonishing the church in love. 
Paul initially regretted sending the letter and feared how the church may respond. 
Therefore, he sent Titus off to enquire and clear up any misunderstandings. Paul was 
to meet Titus on his journey through Asia and Macedonia (see 2 Cor 2:4, 12-13). This 
letter is commonly called the “severe” letter and has subsequently been lost.  
 

2 Corinthians (letter 4) 
After Paul met Titus in Macedonia, he received the good news that the church had 
received his “severe” letter with all humility. Paul wrote, 2 Cor 7:6-7, “But God, who 
comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not only by his 
coming but also by the comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of 
your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more.” In 
response Paul wrote 2 Corinthians (in AD 55-56) from Macedonia, before spending 
three months with them (Acts 20:3). 
 

Paul’s travels throughout Asia, Macedonia, and Achaia 
Third missionary journey (Acts 20) 

 

 


