
ACTS: To the Ends of the Earth 

Study 42: Storming Hell’s Gates 

READ Acts 19:8-20 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

The city of Ephesus was widely known as a spiritually dark place, full of demonism 

and witchcraft. Much fear and superstition reigned. However, Paul understood that 

the only weapon to fight against darkness and bring freedom and restoration was 

the steady, methodical articulation of the Word of God, the sword of the Spirit (Eph 

6:17). The result was astounding. In dramatic fashion many people turned from their 

idols and spells to Jesus, divulging their practices and burning their books. 

Big idea: The Kingdom of God prevails mightily over the kingdom of darkness when 

the Word of the Lord is faithfully sowed and practiced. 

Questions: 
1. A. How long did Paul stay in Ephesus and what did he do while there (vv. 8-10, 

22 and 20:31)? 

 

 

 

B. What was the impact of his ministry (v. 10) and what might this teach you 

about how you evangelise your family, friends, and neighbours? 

 

 

 

2. How did God use Paul’s trade to advance the gospel (vv. 11-12)? Note: 

“handkerchiefs or aprons” were evidence of tent making, v. 11, see also 20:34-

35. How do living the gospel and speaking the gospel go hand in hand?  

 

 

 

3. Can Satan work through people to perform miracles (2 Thess 2:9-10)? How can 

we know whether a miracle is from God? 

4. The seven sons of Sceva were happy to try anything that would give them 

prominence and wealth, even working in Jesus’ name. Why is pragmatism (doing 

whatever works) not a biblical methodology for ministry? 

 

 

 

5. How can we know in a specific situation whether it is God’s will to heal or not? 

See 2 Cor 12:7-10; Heb 12:3-11. 

 

 

 

 

6. What do you think are the “greater works” that Jesus promised in John 14:12? 

Should we be focusing on signs and wonders? Give biblical support if possible. 

 

 

 

 

7. A. What evidence reveals that true, saving faith came to Ephesus (vv. 17-20)?  

 

 

 

B. What is true repentance that leads to life (2 Cor 7:10)? Write out a sentence 

explaining. 

 

 

 

C. What have you given up and what do you need to give up for Jesus? Will you 

do this today? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: the Lord, who is greater and mightier than every evil of Satan 

Thank: Jesus for the gospel that has set you free from the kingdom of darkness 

Pray: for God to reveal any practices that are not of Him and grace to renounce them 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/sermons/storming-hells-gates/

