
ACTS: To the Ends of the Earth 

Study 41: Have you received the Holy Spirit? 

READ Acts 19:1-10 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” This was the question Paul 

asked a group of about 12 men upon arriving in Ephesus around AD53. A 

misunderstanding of this question, and its associated context, has caused much 

confusion regarding how the Holy Spirit dwells in and operates through believers 

today. Our study will help us understand the unique historical context of this 

passage and better inform us regarding the work of the Holy Spirit in the life and 

ministry of all believers who profess Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 

Big idea: The Holy Spirit’s presence is the sign of true belief in Jesus Christ and His 

power is the means of establishing and strengthening Christ’s church. 

Questions: 
1. A. How did the Holy Spirit’s operation in the Old Testament differ from the NT? 

Old Testament: See Judges 3:10; 1 Sam 10:10; 16:14. 

 

 

 

New Testament: See John 14:17; John 3:5; Acts 1:8; 1 Cor 6:19; 12:13; 2 Cor 

6:16; Eph 1:13; Rom 8:9. 

 

 

 

B. From these verses how much of the Holy Spirit is in every believer? Explain. 

 

 

 

2. A. Why might Paul have asked these men, whom he probably initially deemed to 

be believers, whether they had received the Holy Spirit or not (vv. 1-2)?  

 

 

 

B. How might a person know if they are filled, or indwelt, by the Holy Spirit? See 

2 Cor 13:5; John 14:15-16; 20:31; 1 John 2:15. 

 

 

 

3. The men, who had only received the baptism of John the Baptist (v. 3), failed to 

see that John the Baptist was only a pointer to Jesus. How was John’s baptism 

different from Jesus’ baptism (v. 4), and why does this matter? See Matt 3:11. 

 

 

 

4. In vv. 6-7 Paul laid his hands upon the men and they received the Holy Spirit and 

spoke in tongues and prophesied. Do you think Paul’s actions are normative or 

descriptive, ie. should the church today replicate Paul’s actions? Why/why not? 

 

 

 

 

5. How can a believer learn to walk in the Spirit (Gal 5:16)? See Eph 5:18; Rom 8:5. 

 

 

 

6. How did Paul spend the bulk of his time in Ephesus (vv. 8-10)? What might this 

tell you about how the Holy Spirit predominately operates in the believer’s life? 

 

 

 

7. How has this study given you encouragement and confidence to live in a way 

that joyfully honours the Lord? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: the Lord Jesus who sent His Spirit to indwell and empower His people forever 

Thank: God that the power of the resurrected Lord Jesus dwells in us to live for Him 

Pray: for enablement to walk by the Spirit so as not to gratify the desires of the flesh 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/sermons/have-you-received-the-holy-spirit/

