
ACTS: To the Ends of the Earth 

Study 36: God making His appeal through us 

READ Acts 16:11-40 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

Ambassadors for Christ are God’s messengers who call people to be reconciled to 

God (2 Cor 5:20). Such a task is often wrought with danger and difficulty. The events 

of Paul’s work in Philippi demonstrate this fact. After seeing initial success in the 

salvation of Lydia and her household, demonic, social, cultural, political, and legal 

difficulties arise, leaving Paul and Silas in prison. However, through these God 

ordained circumstances and God’s direct intervention, the church in Philippi grew 

and was strengthened. 

Big idea: God makes His appeal of reconciliation through us, by the one Gospel, 

using various means, to save all kinds of people. 

Questions: 
1. A. As you consider the story of the conversion of Lydia and her household (vv. 

11-15), what “missional strategy” does Paul employ? Think about Paul’s role and 

God’s role in the process.  

 

 

 

 

B. What does this teach you about doing the Lord’s work as ambassadors for 

Christ who take the gospel to the lost? 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think Paul stopped the demon possessed girl from speaking, even 

though what she said was true (vv. 16-18)? See Matt 7:15-16; 2 Cor 11:13-14. 

What do you learn from this? 

 

 

 

3. Read vv. 19-24. Consider the reasons presented as to why Paul and Silas were 

thrown into prison, despite carrying out a miraculous and gracious act of 

deliverance. How does 2 Cor 10:3-4 shed light on this? 

 

 

 

4. A. How did Paul and Silas respond to suffering (v. 25)?  

 

 

B. How did God use their suffering and their response to it to save the lost? 

Specifically, what did God use to convert the Philippian jailer?  

 

 

 

C. What do you learn about suffering for Christ from these things?  

 

 

 

5. What immediate evidence do Lydia and the jailer display that shows their 

conversion was genuine (vv. 15, 33-34)? What do you learn from this?  

Lydia: 

 

Jailer: 

 

 

6. Read vv. 35-39. How did Paul’s actions work to protect the infant church? 

 

 

 

7. What is your take-a-way lesson and how will you apply it to your life this week? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Thank: God for using our sufferings for Christ to test our faith and extend His glory  

Pray: that you might be a more faithful ambassador for Christ and embrace difficulty 
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