
ACTS: To the Ends of the Earth 

Study 13: Stephen: A man like Christ 

READ Acts 6:8-15 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

In AD 197, seeing the church of Jesus Christ growing as a result of persecution, 

Tertullian famously declared, “The blood of the martyrs is seed.” This is the story of 

the book of Acts. Stephen, a man chosen to serve tables, boldly preaches the gospel 

in “grace and power” and becomes the first Christian martyr, resulting in gospel 

advance. Stephen is an example of a mature Christian leader who is full of faith, the 

Holy Spirit, grace, and power, and who is not intimidated by increasing opposition. 

Big idea: We learn, through the study of Stephen, the type of person Christ uses to 

build His church. 

Questions: 
1. What are the four character qualities Luke identifies in Stephen that enabled 

him in his ministry and what do you think each means (v. 5, 8)? 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s look at one of those characteristics in more detail. Luke tells us that 

Stephen was full of grace. How was grace operating in Stephen’s life? See Acts 

7:59-60; Luke 12:12; 2 Cor 12:9; Matt 6:14-15. 

 

 

 

How might you grow in this characteristic? 

 

 

 

2. What was the accusation the religious leaders brought against Stephen?  

 

 

3. Challenge: Stephen, quoting Jesus, was charged with saying that “Jesus of 

Nazareth will destroy” the temple? Think about how Jesus fulfilled what the 

temple and its practices symbolized. Why was Stephen so willing to risk his life 

to preach this message? See Matt 26:61. 

 

 

 

 

Would you be willing to risk your life for the same message? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

4. What was the Jews’ response to Stephen’s message? What does their reaction 

tell you about the hardness of people’s hearts and the necessity of the power of 

the Spirit to bring someone to saving faith? 

 

 

 

How might you help religious people see their need for forgiveness of sins? 

Consider James 2:10; Rom 3:9-20; Jesus’ approach in the sermon on the Mount). 

 

 

 

5. What might Luke mean when he says that Stephen’s “face was like the face of 

an angel”? How did Stephen’s appearance correlate with his trust in God? 

 

 

 

6. What are you most challenged by as you have studied Stephen? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God for softening your hard heart and convicting you of sin to believe Jesus  

Thank: the Lord for the gospel martyrs who act as our examples of faith and power 

Pray: for the same faith, grace and power shown in Stephen through the Holy Spirit 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/sermons/stephen-a-man-like-christ/

