
ACTS: To the Ends of the Earth 

Study 3: Preparing to be Witnesses 

READ Acts 1:12-26 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

Jesus gave the disciples strict orders “not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4), the Holy Spirit. Obediently the disciples wait 

for the promise of the Father that will empower them to be Christ’s witnesses. But 

in their waiting, we find preparation. In this study we will learn what it means to be 

a witnessing church in waiting. 

Big idea: Christ’s church is only as effective as it is unified in its relationships, of 

one mind in its mission and unflinchingly confident in God’s promises, despite 

every difficulty. 

Questions: 
1. In answer to Jesus’ prayer (John 17:22), the believers are found waiting with 

“one accord” (v. 14). This means having the same mind, purpose and driving 

impulse. Read the following verses and consider the relational dynamic that 

must have existed among the believers during Jesus’ life (Mark 14:29; John 

20:25; Matt 20:21, 24; John 7:5). What do you think changed? 

 

 

 

2. What activity was the community engaged in during this time of waiting (v. 

14)? What do you learn from this? 

 

 

 

3. Is there another person at church that you are not of “one accord” with, and 

whom you would struggle to pray with? What steps do you need to take to 

resolve this? 

 

 

 

4. Why do you think Jesus chose Judas as a disciple when He knew Judas would 

betray Him (John 6:70-71)? Did Judas impact Christ’s plans? 

 

 

 

5. Peter shared that Judas’ betrayal and demise was a fulfillment of Scripture (vv. 

16, 20). How did knowing God’s sovereign control over all these things give the 

Apostles, and fellow believers, confidence as they embarked on taking the 

gospel to a very hostile world? 

 

 

 

 

6. Why do you think it was necessary for Judas to be replaced? See v. 20; Rev 

21:14. 

 

 

 

7. From vv. 20-26, can you identify up to five ways that helped the believing 

community choose Matthias as the replacement for Judas Iscariot? 

 

 

 

Are any of these methods relevant for choosing leaders today or making 

decisions in your personal life? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

8. What is one thing that you want to apply from this study? 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God for ordaining all the circumstances of life, even the difficulties 

Pray: that you will have an unwavering confidence that God’s promises will come to 

fruition, despite every indication to the contrary 
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