
Philippians: Fellowship of the Gospel 

Study 4: When the Gospel is First, Joy Follows 

READ Acts 28:11-31 & Phil. 1:12-18 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

1. From vv. 1:5, 12, 16 and 27 in Philippians we notice that Paul’s driving passion 

is the gospel. From those verses, what does this mean and why was this so? 

 

 

 

2. What “had happened to [Paul]” (v. 12 and Acts 28:11-31)? What factors cause 

people to lose their joy? 

 

 

 

3. From vv. 13-17 list and discuss the ways the gospel advanced as a result of 

Paul’s circumstances. 

 

 

 

4. List the difficulties you are facing right now in life. From Paul’s example, what 

perspective do we need when facing difficulties and troubles? How might 

they be used by Christ to further His kingdom work? 

 

 

 

5. Why is it easier for us to be courageous in physical ways than in speaking the 

gospel to someone who is spiritually lost? How does the example of Paul and 

“most of the brothers” (v. 14) give you incentive to be bolder?  

 

 

6. Note the two responses to Paul’s imprisonment from vv. 15-17. Why do you 

think the sins of envy and jealousy are so prevalent among church leaders 

and those in church ministry? 

 

 

7. How was Paul able to rejoice despite wrong motives (v.18)? What was most 

important to Paul? How can we learn from his example? 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY: according to the A.C.T.S. method 

Adoration: Reflect on God’s sovereignty and praise Him for providentially 

controlling every circumstance of your life. 

Confession: Reflect upon your attitudes and confess any element of envy, rivalry 

or self-ambition. Seek God’s forgiveness. 

Thanksgiving: Thank God for your current circumstances. 

Supplication: Pray for … 

❖ Joy in the ministry and God’s gifts and graces at work in others. 

❖ A passion for the gospel; to live by it, trust in it, and proclaim it.  

❖ Those at Hills (and our persecuted brothers and sisters) who are facing 

hardship to not lose heart but to see their situation as an opportunity for the 

gospel to advance. 

❖ The ability to abide in Christ and be protected against the sins of envy, rivalry 

and selfish ambition, and instead experience the fruits of love and good will. 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/sermons/when-the-gospel-is-first-joy-follows-philippians-112-18-a/?player=video

