
 
 

Lesson 1: Defining the Need 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 28:18-20, ‘18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” 

 

 

What are the two necessary aspects of the Great Commission?               
To __________________ and __________________ the nations. 
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Reaching the Nations 
 
The Distribution of Christianity 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Definitions 
 

• Unreached – a people group among which there is no indigenous 

community of believing Christians with adequate numbers and 

resources to evangelize this people without outside assistance. 

• Nations – The word ‘nation’ (Matt 28:19) refers to a group of people 

defined by a distinct language and culture. 
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Missions vs missional living 
 
 
 
 
World Statistics  
 

• People Groups: 17,014 

o Unreached Groups: 7,063 

o % unreached groups: 41.5% 

• Global population: 7.59 Billion 

o Population unreached: 3.14 Billion 

o % population unreached: 41.4% 

 

William Carey, “though we are living in a civilized country where 

Christianity is protected by law, and are not called to suffer these things 

while we continue here, yet I question whether all are justified in 

staying here, while so many are perishing without means of grace in 

other lands.” 

 

Piper states, “The attitude that us fat, lazy Americans, should just send 

our money is simply tragic.” 

 
Is missions necessary? 
 

What can the unsaved expect if they die without Christ?                  

(Matt. 25:46; 2 Thess. 1:9) 

 

What does Christ claim about Himself and why is this important for 

missions? (John 14:6; Rom. 3:21-26) 

 

How important are people for the spread of the gospel? (Rom. 10:8-17) 



Teaching the Nations 
 

Often, the urgent call to reach the nations with the gospel replaces the 

necessary task of teaching the nations. When this occurs, often the 

result is syncretism – the blending of a number of religions – leading to 

aberrant doctrine and blatant heresy. 

 

 

 

Example: Nigeria 

 

 

 
Quote, Missionary to Northwest Uganda, ‘The void I continually see in an 

indigenously-led discipling process that is reproducing among Africans. I am 

speaking of the simple but profound process of knowing how to access Scripture 

and ask the right questions and model the process well enough so others can 

‘catch’ it and take it home. Possibly one of the greatest teaching needs is a 

discipling process that can be given away – one that really fits African lifestyle 

and learning styles – a process that will allow Africans to excel at making 

disciples. I am passionately committed to the pursuit of that discovery.’ 

 

Example: Ecuador 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

• The need for reaching the nations is great, necessary and urgent. 

• However, this should not come at the expense of the teaching of the 

nations. 

• It is through the reaching and adequate teaching that the gospel is 

truly received and experienced and the church becomes the        

God-glorifying light to the nations. 


