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INTRODUCTION 
 

Many people think that the Bible is too hard to understand, and as a result hesitate to 

communicate the message of the Bible to others. Sometimes people panic when they 

are asked by others what a certain passage of Scripture means. Can the Bible be 

understood? Can you communicate it to other people so that they can understanding 

the meaning of Scripture? A firm conviction the Reformers of the sixteenth century held 

to was the clarity of Scripture (also known as the perspicuity of Scripture). By this they 

recognised, that though portions of Scripture are difficult to understand (2 Peter 3:16), 

its main message is clear and can be understood by the educated and uneducated, 

and by old and young, as they make use of “ordinary means”.1  We can understand the 

message of the Bible and we can communicate it to others. But if we are going to do 

this, it is necessary that we learn the skills of clear communication.  

 

God gifts some Christian men to be pastors and teachers of God’s Word (Eph. 4:11; 1 

Timothy 3:2; 5:17). This function of teaching is carried out in an official office of pastoral 

ministry. It is serious and they will receive a stricter judgment from God (James 3:1). 

Other Christians will also teach in other capacities. For example, parents are 

commanded to teach their children (Deut. 6:7) and older women are to teach younger 

women (Titus 2:3). It is in this second sense that all Christians are to teach God’s Word, 

but not all will teach it in the ministerial sense. So then, since we all have a role in 

teaching in one way or another, how do we it? In this introduction, we will consider the 

purpose, procedure, and preparation for clearly communicating the Bible. 

 

The Purpose of Clear Communication 

Do I need to know how to communicate the Bible clearly? Yes, you do! Let me explain. 

God – the Creator and Sovereign of the universe – is not silent. He has spoken and 

therefore what He has said is of utmost importance. His words are to be treasured 

because they alone are food for our soul and light for our path. God continues to speak 

to us today by means of the Holy Scriptures. It is by means of reading and studying 

them (with the Holy Spirit’s help) that we can know and learn about God. Every genuine 

believer of the Lord Jesus Christ ought to desire to learn about Him and in turn obey 

Him. Jesus said to His disciples, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” 

                                                
1 The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) and London Baptist Confession of Faith (1689) provides a 
clear and helpful statement on the Clarity of Scripture: “All things in Scripture are not alike plain in 
themselves, nor alike clear unto all: yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and 
observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that 
not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient 
understanding of them” (1:7). 
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(John 14:15). These commandments He spoke of are contained within the Scriptures, 

therefore we must read and know the Scriptures in-order to obey what he has 

commanded. We are to study the Bible, so that we can submit to the Bible, and in turn 

share the Bible. It ought to be our desire for others to know the way of salvation and 

for other believers to be comforted by God’s Word. How will they know unless it is 

communicated to them with clarity?  

 

The Procedure for Clear Communication 

My goal for this series is to help God’s people communicate Scripture clearly. How can 

this be done? There are three keys areas that we will consider, and they are precision, 

plainness, and passion (these will be considered with greater details and application in 

following studies).  

 

Precision 

In his second letter to Timothy, Paul called for Timothy to handle the Scriptures with 

precision. He wrote, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 

worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 

2:15). The idea behind this command is that Timothy is to make a diligent effort in 

making sure that he presents himself to God as one who pleasing to God. Timothy was 

to do this by being “a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the 

word of truth”. The words “rightly handling” literally means, “to cut straight.” It was a 

word used to refer to describe the action of cutting wood, stone, and leather. Some 

have suggested that since Paul was a tent maker, he was used to cutting materials 

straight. The point is that the approved workman handles the word of truth with 

precision. It is the duty of the believer, and especially the preacher of God’s word, to 

handle the word of truth with precision. This will come as a result of one who carefully 

studies the Scriptures and applies specific principles in interpreting God’s Word. This 

is called exegesis (from a Greek term meaning “to lead out”). Exegesis is the practice 

of carefully studying the Bible and drawing a conclusion that comes from the passage 

you are studying. The preacher is to be a diligent workman. This process will involve 

hard work and time! If we are going to be precise, we need to be diligent.  

 

Plainness 

The second feature of clear communication is plainness. By plainness I mean to make 

use of words that don’t confuse people or complicate the subject. Some people feel 

the need to use sophisticated language or theological talk that goes over many 

people’s heads! If we truly desire for people to understand the blessings of God’s 

Word, then we ought to make it plain. The apostle Paul evidently was a very bright man 

with a lucid logic, which is seen in his letters (especially Romans). But when it came to 
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communicating the message, he aimed to speak with plain speech. In his letter to the 

Corinthians he wrote,   

 

“And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in 
weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message 
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 

power of God” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5) 

 

On another occasion, Paul asked the Colossian believers to pray that God grant him an 

open door of opportunity to declare the Word of God. He went on to state the manner 

in which he will do this, “that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak” 

(Colossians 4:4). He desired to have the opportunity for the gospel to go out, and in 

going out that he would speak with clarity. Our goal is not to be confusing but to be 

clear. Spurgeon stated in a sermon, “Some Brothers put the food up so high that the 

poor sheep cannot possibly feed upon it. I have thought, as I have listened to our 

eloquent friends, that they imagined that our Lord had said, ‘Feed my giraffes.’”2 The 

goal of plainness of speech is to provide clarity of meaning. Plainness does not 

eliminate profundity, but it does eliminate perplexity.  

 

Passion 

When we are communicating the Bible to people, we are sharing with them something 

that is “living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword” (Heb. 4:12). God’s Word 

is also likened to fire that consumes, and to a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces 

(Jeremiah 23:29). The Word of God is powerful! Its message is compelling! So, when 

we share the message of the Bible to people, we should be excited about it. Sharing 

the Bible is not like telling people about the time to you had to wait in line for two 

hours at the post office, or about some random useless fact. No, sharing the Bible 

should be the most exciting thing in the world. When we communicate, we are to 

communicate with passion. By passion I’m not talking about shouting but I am talking 

about a spiritedness. In applying passion to preaching, Martyn Lloyd Jones wrote,  
 

“A preacher must always convey the impression that he himself has been gripped 

by what he is saying. If he has not been gripped nobody else will be. So this is 
absolutely essential. He must impress the people by the fact that he is taken up and 
absorbed by what he is doing. He is full of matter, and he is anxious to impart this. 

                                                
2	Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Feed My Sheep, Sermon #3211, Preached 13 April, 1877 
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He is so moved and thrilled by it himself that he wants everybody else to share in 
this. He is concerned about them; that is why he is preaching to them. He is anxious 
about them; anxious to help them, anxious to tell them the truth of God. So he does 

it with energy, with zeal, and with this obvious concern for people. ”3 

 
The Preparation for Clear Communication 

Effective Bible study and the practice of clearly communicating Scripture begins with 

prayer. In describing preparation for a sermon, E. M. Bounds stated,  

 

“The real sermon is made in the closet. The man – God’s man – is made in the 

closet. His life and his profoundest convictions were born in his secret communion 
with God. The burdened and tearful agony of his spirit, his weightiest and sweetest 
messages were got when alone with God. Prayer makes the man; prayer makes 

the preacher; prayer makes the pastor.”4 

 
What is prayer? Prayer is a means that God has created in which we can commune Him. 

In the context of Bible study and Bible communication, it is essential that we seek His 

help because apart from Him we can do nothing (cf. John 15:5). Furthermore, the Bible 

is His Word so we must His help. What should we pray for when it comes to Bible study 

and Bible communication? In a psalm that deals with the revelation of God (both 

general and special), David prays, “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of 

my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). 

This is an amazing prayer of preparation. Such prayer will include confession of sin. 

Before we can effectively understand and share with others what God has said, we to 

desire the Word of God to expose to us our sin. If a water vessel is polluted, then as 

the clean water it contains is shared with others it will contaminate. Another important 

text that helps shape our prayer of preparation is from Psalm 119. The psalmist prayed, 

“Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law” (Psalm 119:18). 

This is a request that God would grant us spiritual insight into His Word. Prayer is the 

essential means to effective Bible study and Bible communication.  

 

In the next three sections, we will unpack and practically consider the procedure of 

precision, plainness, and passion in Biblical communication. 

                                                
3	Martyn Lloyd Jones, Preaching and Preachers, Zondervan, 1971, p. 87-88	
4 E.M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer, Moody Publishers, 2009, pp. 21-22 


