
  

Lesson 9: Honorable Toward Outsiders 
 

(1 Timothy 3:7) 

 

Introduction: 

 

The grand stumbling block of hypocrisy 

 

Context of the passage 

 

What does it mean Biblically to be respectful toward outsiders? 

 

• Greek word for good καλὴν or kalos 

 

• Greek word for testimony μαρτυρίαν or marturia 

 

• Furthermore, the qualification reads more closely to have a good 

testimony towards those outside the church 

 

• Example Titus 1:12-13 

 

 

 



Why is this characteristic needed to be a shepherd?  

 

• Good character verification for ministry (Genesis 1:27, Romans 2:14-15) 

 

• To prevent the leader falling into the snare of the devil 

 

• To not bring shame upon Christ’s bride 

 

Why is this needful to be a godly man and leader? 

 

• The Lord Jesus Christ is the pinnacle of what it is to be godly man and 

leader and he was honorable (Revelation 4:9-11) 

 

• You represent the honorable Lord Jesus Christ (1 John 2:6, 2 Corinthians 

5:20) 

 

• It provides further ability for men to see the Lord and give glory to Him 

(Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

• As godly men, we are His workmanship, so this is your calling (Ephesians 

2:10) 

 

• You will be held accountable before God as leaders (Matthew 12:36-37) 

 

What does it mean practically to be honorable toward outsiders? 

 

• Absence of the negative; sin 

 

• Inclusion of the positive; virtue 

 

• Be reconciled to others (Matthew 5:24-26) 



 

• Making the best use of time (Colossians 4:5) 

 

• Presenting honorable Christ through the gospel (Colossians 4:3-4) 

 

How can we grow in this area? 

 

• Understanding how much we fall short of His standard 

 

• Understanding the message of grace, both to bear the shame, and as a 

motivator (Ephesians 2:3-5) 

 

• Thinking on His honor and virtue (Philippians 4:8-9; Psalm 1:1-2) 

 

• Diligent prayer with trust in God  

 

• Intentionality and sacrifice of free time 

 

Questions for discussion: 

 

• What are some ways us men might be acting dishonorably to outsiders?  

 

• What are some common places we could be acting honorably toward 

outsiders and speaking of the honorable one?  

 

• Does anyone have a situation in their life where they redeemed the time, 

and found some fruit?  

 

• What might be the costs to acting honorably toward outsiders? How does 

that cost compare to the glory, honor, and immorality from God?  

 

 



Questions for action: 

 

• What specific relationships do I have in which I am, or have previously 

acted dishonorably in? How can I then leave my gift at the altar and 

rectify my past dishonor with that person? What would that require of 

me? 

 

• How can I be more active in my own sanctification, as to walk in virtue 

with those outside of the world?  

 

• Do I have people in my life who see the honor of God and virtue in me, to 

where I could go the next step and present the most honorable one to 

them?  

 

• In what specific sphere of life can I more actively make time for 

outsiders? Think workplace, gym, university, recreational activities etc. 

How will I keep myself accountable in doing this?  

 

• When was the last time I prayed for opportunities to display the honor of 

the Lord Jesus Christ to outsiders?  

 

• When reaching outsiders, how can I be guarding my heart to not fall into 

the snare of immorality and sin Satan and the world offer?  

 

• How can I always keep grace at the forefront of my mind if I fail? What 

will this look like practically in my own life?  

 

• Who else can I be praying for to likewise be honorable to outsiders?  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


