
Ephesians: Unsearchable riches of Christ 

Study 14: The mystery of the Christ revealed 

READ Eph 3:1-7 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

Having unveiled to us the details of the new humanity in Christ, the church, through 

the use of three metaphors (2:19-22), Paul, it seems, begins to pray for his recipients 

(3:1). But as he begins, he is redirected to consider further the mystery of the 

Gentiles’ inclusion into the people of God. It will only be in 3:14 where he picks up 

his prayer once more. In this Holy Spirit-inspired diversion, we learn more about the 

Apostles perspective on his work, his hope, and the gospel he is called to preach. 

Main lesson: When we understand the grace that enlists us into the work of God 

through the gospel, we will be joyfully steadfast in trial and eager ministers of that 

same grace 

Questions: 
1. A. In v. 1 Paul calls himself a “prisoner of Christ Jesus”. What is Paul’s current 

situation and what caused him to be there? See Acts 21:7-14; Phil 1:12-13. 

 

 

 

B. What does it mean to be a prisoner of Christ and how might this self-

understanding reflect Paul’s view of God’s sovereignty in the face of suffering? 

 

 

 

C. What might you learn from Paul’s perspective, especially regarding finding 

peace in trials? What steps can you take to strengthen your faith during trials? 

 

 

 

2. In what way was Paul’s imprisonment for others (vv. 1-2) and what did Paul not 

want his readers to feel because of his imprisonment? See 3:13. 

 

 

3. A. What did Paul mean, saying that he was a steward of God’s grace (v. 2)? See 

also Col 1:24-25; 1 Cor 4:1-2. 

 

 

 

B. Why is it important for every believer to see themselves as stewards of 

Christ?  

 

 

 

4. How would you explain the “mystery” Paul describes? Is there a difference 

between the “mystery” and the gospel, or is one explaining the other? See v. 6. 

 

 

 

5. A. How did Paul receive this “mystery” (v. 3)? See Acts 9:1-7; 22:17-21; 2 Cor 

12:1-7; Gal 1:12; 2:2. 

 

 

 

B. How do we receive the “mystery” now (v. 4)? 1 Cor 9:16; 2 Tim 3:14-4:2. 

 

 

 

6. In what way was the “mystery” hidden from previous generations before Christ? 

 

 

 

7. What has encouraged or challenged you as a result of your study? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God who is sovereign over all authorities, powers and every difficulty of life 

Thank: the Lord for making the mystery of the gospel known to all through the Word  

Pray: that you would remain joyfully faithful during your trials as you trust in Christ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Oq-hc19mpQ

