
Ephesians: Unsearchable riches of Christ 

Study 13: The Dwelling Place of God 

READ Eph 2:19-22 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

The Apostle Paul closes out this section of Scripture by providing three graphic 

metaphors that describe the transformation that the believer now receives in Christ. 

Previously Paul had stated that we were alienated from God (vv. 11-12) until Christ 

reconciled us to God by His blood (v. 13). And with this reconciliation came a new 

sphere of living. Paul explains that instead of being alienated from God we are now 

citizens of God’s kingdom, members of God’s family and living stones of God’s 

temple, where He is pleased to dwell. 

Main lesson: Christians must know and value their place in the church for it is God’s 

kingdom, God’s family, and God’s temple, where God lives 

Questions: 
1. A. What does it mean to be a stranger and an alien of a country (v. 19)? See Acts 

7:6, 29. Consider the difference to being a citizen.  

 

 

 

B. In what way were the Gentiles “strangers and aliens” (v. 19)? See vv. 11-12. 

 

 

 

2. What does it mean to be a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven?  

 

 

 

3. How does this heavenly “citizenship” change our relationship to this world? See 

Matt 6:19-20; Phil 3:20; 1 Pet 2:11. 

 

 

 

 

4. How does our relationship with God and each other change when we 

understand that we at HBC are “members of the household of God”? See 1 Tim 

5:1-2. 

 

 

 

5. A. What does Paul mean when he states the church is “built on the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets” (v. 20)? Why is it important to build our individual 

lives and corporate church life upon this foundation? See 2 Tim 3:16-4:5. 

 

 

 

B. What happens if we fail to do this? 

 

 

 

6. Isaiah affirmed Christ as the cornerstone of the church (Is 28:16). In what way is 

this the case and what practical difference does this make to our attitudes 

toward each other? 

 

 

 

7. From vv. 21-22, in the metaphor of the church as the dwelling place of God, 

where do we as members fit in, what are we doing and what is our ultimate 

purpose?  

 

 

 

8. How has this study of God’s church both encouraged you and convicted you in 

your function within the congregation at HBC? 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God for His eternal purposes, wisdom and rule over His world and His church 

Thank: the Lord for making us citizens of His kingdom and loved children of His family  

Pray: that Christ would build our lives in such a way that is fitting for God’s dwelling 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0q9aBHzBew

