
 

Lesson 4: Discipline of Propriety  
 

 
Definition: characterised by appropriateness, stability or suitability 
 
 

Key verses: 
 

Phil 1:27, Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, 
so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by 
side for the faith of the gospel. 
 
 
1 Cor 14:40, But all things should be done decently and in order. 
 
 
2 Cor 8:21, for we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord’s sight 
but also in the sight of man. 
 
 
1 Cor 13:4-5, Love is … not …rude 
 
 
Psalm 19:14, Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 



A challenge of Propriety 
It will require standing apart from others, at times – it can be 
countercultural.  
 
 

How are we to do this? 
1. Appearance 

• Femininity 
Deut 22:5, A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor a man wear 
women’s clothing, for the Lord your God detests anyone who does this 
(NIV) 

 
 
 

• Modesty 
1 Timothy 2:9-10, I also want the women to dress modestly, with 
decency and propriety, adorning themselves, not with elaborate 
hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds, 
appropriate for women who profess to worship God (NIV). 
 
 
 

• Strength and dignity 
Prov 31:25, Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the 
time to come. 
 
 
 

• True beauty 
1 Pet 3:3-4, Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair 
and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— but let 
your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious. 

 
  



2. Words 
 
1 Tim 3:11, Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but 
sober-minded, faithful in all things. 
 

Prov 12:18, There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the 

tongue of the wise brings healing. 

 

 

What are examples of “rash” words? 

 

 

What are examples of “wise” words? 

 
 
 

3. Attitude 
 
James 4:6, But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
Questions that help you examine your attitude: 

- Do I crave recognition/affirmation for my service or do I see that I 

am living before God and He sees my efforts? 

- How do I react when things don’t go as planned or when I’m limited 

in some way (socially, physically, emotionally)?  Do I grow angry or 

fearful, or can I see it as an opportunity to trust in God? 

- Do I grow resentful if someone criticizes me or do I welcome their 

feedback and ask God to guide me in how I might grow? 

- Do I grow jealous when I see someone with spiritual gifts/abilities 

that I may not possess or do I celebrate our differing strengths, 

remembering that we are all part of a body, with differing 

responsibilities? 

 

  



 

Questions for discussion: 
 
 

- How can outward appearance reflect our new life as a believer? 
 
 
 
 
 

- Why do you think true beauty shines from the spiritual dress found 
in Colossians 3:12 (compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and 
patience)? 
 
 
 
 
 

- 1 Timothy 3:11 singles out ‘slander’ (some versions say ‘malice’) as a 
particular danger in our words.  Why might this be? 
 
 
 
 
 

- How does spending time with God help us see ourselves with 
humility and refine our attitudes? 

 
 


