
  

Lesson 3: Husband of One Wife 
(Titus 1:6; 1 Tim 3:2) 

The purpose of eldership: 

• To serve as under-shepherds 

• To reflect the true Shepherd and to build up those in their care to do 
the same (Ephesians 4:11-13, 1 Corinthians 11: 1) 

Examining what’s in the passage: 

• One wife, not no wife 

• One wife, not many wives 



• Fidelity to one’s wife reflects Christ faithfulness to his church (NT) and 
God's faithfulness to His people (OT). 

- Hosea 3 

- RevelaOon 19:11-16   

  

Examining what’s NOT in the passage: 
• The wife’s faith/standing before God. 

- The requirement for the husband to show Christ-like fidelity to His wife 
is not con;ngent on whether she is saved or not. 

• Whether it is a happy marriage or not. 

- The requirement for the husband to show Christ-like fidelity to His wife 
is not con;ngent on whether they have a happy marriage. 

What does faithfulness look like? 
• Physical fidelity: Sex only with your wife  

• Proverbs 5 



• Mental fidelity: Not lusOng aZer other women with your mind  
• Ma[hew 5:27-30 

• EmoOonal fidelity: Not coveOng/desiring another woman  
• Exodus 20:17 

Warnings against unfaithfulness? 

• Hebrews 13:4 

• Proverbs 6:20-35 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:2-8 

Take note of whom all these warnings are directed to. 



How to remain faithful 

• Guard your heart (Proverbs 4:23) 

• Hide God's word in your heart (Psalm 1; 119: 9-16) 

• Be accountable to other men (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; GalaOans 6:2) 

• Pray for your wife. 

• Pray with your wife (Ma[hew 18: 19-20) 

• Pray constantly for you are dependent on God (John 15:5, Psalm 139) 

• In the words of Paul, "Do not deny one another but rather come together 
regularly”. (1 Corinthians 7: 1-5) 

"Marriage is a parable of covenant faithfulness, not covenant bliss. Your 
faithfulness to your vows is pleasing to the Lord no ma=er how much 
sadness is in your heart or in his heart. It tells the truth. This covenant 

keeping, your marriage, is telling the truth about Christ and his church as a 
covenant-keeping Christ and church.” 

— John Piper —
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