
Ephesians: Unsearchable riches of Christ 

Study 10: Saved by God, Saved for God 

READ Eph 2:8-10 and Rom 4:1-12 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

How a person is saved (reconciled to God and assured of an eternity with Him in 

Heaven) and what they are saved for are two crucial questions that the Apostle Paul 

answers as he wraps up this section in Ephesians 2:1-10. Paul explains in simple 

terms that, unlike every other form of religion, people are not saved by performing 

good works or through self-effort but by the grace of God through faith. It is this 

understanding that separates Christianity from every other religion. 

Main lesson: Salvation is not by good works, but is an act of God’s grace alone, 

obtained through faith alone, which results in a life of good works 

Questions: 
1. What does Paul mean by “works” in v. 9 and, from vv. 1-10, why are they unable 

to save you? Give reasons. See Rom 3:20; 4:1-12. 

 

 

 

 

2. Why is performing good works to achieve a right standing before God so 

attractive? What might be some of the types of good works that both 

unbelievers and believers do to receive God’s favour? 

 

 

 

 

3. Paul states that instead of being saved by works we are saved by grace (v. 8). 

What is a definition for “grace” and how does faith play a part in salvation? 

 

 

 

 

4. It was mentioned in the sermon that for faith to be saving faith it requires (1) 

Knowledge, (2) Assent or agreement to that knowledge, and (3) Trust in that 

knowledge. Explain what this means. 

 

 

 

5. Why must saving faith include repentance and submission to Christ as Lord? Is 

this adding works to faith, as some contend? 

 

 

 

6. What is the “gift of God” referred to in v. 8? And why is this important to 

understand? See Rom 11:5-6. 

 

 

 

7. What does it mean that we are God’s “workmanship” and how does this relate 

to “good works” (v. 10)? See 2 Cor 5:17. 

 

 

 

8. How do the good works in Christ differ from the ‘works’ (v. 9) prior to Christ, as 

to source, motive, substance, etc.? See Rom 4:1-6; James 2:18-26. 

 

 

 

9. How are you “walking”? According to vv. 1-2 or v. 10? What areas of your life do 

you need to repent of and seek God’s power and enabling to overcome? Would 

you be willing to ask someone to help you with this? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God who is rich in mercy, abounding in grace, and full of love and kindness 

Repent: of areas where you are “walking” like the world and less like a new creation 

Pray: that you would walk in the good works that God has prepared for you 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEIBxgOTU3w&t=1831s

