
Ephesians: Unsearchable riches of Christ 

Study 11: Remember where you came from 

READ Eph 2:11-12 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

This study starts a new section in Ephesians (2:11-22). The entire passage contrasts 

the former godlessness and hopelessness of the Gentiles and their exclusion from 

the people of God with their new experience of closeness to God and inclusion in His 

people. This change has taken place on the basis of Jesus’ death on the cross, which 

resulted in the abrogation of the Mosaic covenant and the creation of a new people 

of God. This new humanity enjoys a relationship of peace with God and peace with 

one another, especially between Jews and Gentiles. 

Main lesson: Continual remembrance of our hopeless state prior to Christ’s salvation 

will enrich and inflame our thanks and obedience to God. 

Questions: 
1. Who are the “uncircumcision” and who are the “circumcision” (v. 11)? 

 

 

 

2. What was the purpose of circumcision as God originally commanded it for the 

Jews (see Gen 17:9-14)? 

 

 

 

3. What did God require more than external circumcision and why? See Deut 

10:16; 30:6; Jer 9:25-26; Rom 2:29. 

 

 

 

4. How has Christ fulfilled what circumcision symbolized? See Col 2:11-12. 

 

 

 

 

5. What did Paul command his readers to remember (v. 11)? How do you square 

this with Paul’s comments in Phil 3:13-14 about forgetting the things behind? 

 

 

 

6. What do each of the following clear and distinct disadvantages there were in 

being a Gentile mean (v. 12)? 
 

Separated from Christ (Note: “Christ” means “anointed one” or Messiah) 
 

 

Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel 
 

 

Strangers to the covenants of promise 
 

 

Having no hope 
 

 

Without God in the world 
 

 

7. A person with a Christian upbringing may remember their past and not identify 

with a person with a sinful background. How does Luke 7:36-50 and Eph 2:11-12 

help correct this skewed perspective? 

 

 

 

8. Why is remembering our former plight apart from God beneficial for nurturing a 

close, humble, and vibrant relationship with the Lord? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God for the richness of His tender mercies, longsuffering and steadfast love 

Thank: the Lord for opening up salvation to the Gentiles, bringing hope, joy and peace 

Pray: that you would continually remember your former plight apart from Christ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bewe8s_NOkg

