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Hills Mission Statement on Missions: 

We believe that missions exists because worship doesn’t. The most discernible goal of missions is to make disciples 

of all the nations (Matt 28.19), preaching to them the good news of Jesus Christ, the forgiveness of sins and the hope 

of eternal life with Him, to the end that men and women from every tongue, tribe, nation and people would worship   

before the throne of the Lamb (Rev 7.9). Our passion is to see people turn from lives devoted to the fleeting 

pleasures of sin to find everlasting satisfaction in God through the preaching of the gospel (2 Cor 4:5). 

 

Short-term Missions has four subordinate aims in light of gathering Christ-worshippers. Short-termers go: 

1) to support, encourage and edify Hills missionaries 

2) to prepare the ground for the potential establishment of a career missionary team, or church partnership 

3) in response to a discernible leading in their lives in pursuing a potential career ministry in missions 

4) to become vibrant, passionate world-Christians who feel the urgency to spread the Gospel. 

 

Vision in Short-term Missions:  

Our goal in short-term missions is not to take the place of long-term missions, but rather to assist in bridging the gap       

between the nation and the local church through a ministry partnership with our missionaries. Our short-term trips 

are designed to support our missionaries and give ‘goers’ a realistic, albeit short, window into long-term missions. To 

that end we pray that through these missions projects ‘goers’ would personally experience what world-missions 

really means, and as a result, that it might spark a fire for them to see the importance of missions, and possibly be 

used of God as a career missionary. 

 

The target for Short-term Missions: 

There are many rewards but only one target: 

Reward: The goer (You): A ‘goer’ witnesses first-hand God’s gospel advance throughout the nations, learns 

about other cultures and grows in Christ as they trust Him and see Him answer prayer. 

Reward: The sender (Hills Bible Church): Not everyone is called nor has the opportunity to go, but all of us 

can support. All can be a ‘sender’. ‘Senders’ benefit by supporting those who go and share in their joy when 

they return. 

Reward: In-country believers: Local believers are encouraged to press on in their faith as they witness the 

passion, love and zeal of Hills ‘goers’. 

Reward: In-country unbelievers: While we understand the limitations of language and cultural differences, 

we also witness God use mission trips to bring the love of Jesus Christ in the gospel to local unbelievers. 

Target: The missionary: The target of our mission trips revolves around the axis of the missionary: their 

family, ministry and strategy. Our mission trips are designed to come alongside the 

missionary and support them where needed most. When this is done our 

missionaries are more effective and better able to carry out their God-given task.  

 

 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjuiNuYjt3fAhWTMn0KHfvDDxwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrightfund.co%2Fessays%2Fhow-to-prioritise-your-growth-strategy&psig=AOvVaw0nlaXVpTpUeyuDxkOK3tX4&ust=1546999970514199
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ARMENIA Mission Trip 2023 

Hills Bible Church values the strong relationship we have developed with the Baptist Union of Armenia. This began 

with the support of church planters, Haykaz and Lika Harutyunyan. In November 2018 they started a church plant in 

the village of Agarak, in Southern Armenia.  

The country of Armenia is known as a Christian nation, surrounded by mostly Muslim nations. This makes Armenia a 

strategic location from which the gospel can advance. The Baptist Union of Armenia is one of few Biblically strong, 

evangelical denominations successfully growing in Armenia. At the time Armenia gained freedom from the Soviet 

Union, in September 1991, there was only one Baptist Church. Now there are over 120.  

 

Purpose of the Trip 

In 2019 Hills had their first mission trip to Armenia. There we helped our supported church planters, Haykaz and Lika, 

to restore the church building and engage the community of Agarak through a four-day children’s program. Covid 

prevented a follow up trip in 2020. However, in 2023 we hope to build on our relationship with Haykaz and Lika and 

return to Armenia with a team. There we will carry out further restoration and development work on the church 

building as well as assist in reaching their community by conducting a children’s and teen holiday Bible program. 

 

You will experience the Armenian 

culture at its best, as you learn 

about their rich and tragic history, taste the food, and fall in love with the people. Most of all, you will get to worship 

and study with, encourage and help God’s servants, Haykaz and Lika, as they reach their community for Christ. 

 

Ministry expectation 

Restoration and development work 

• You will be required to help with the restoration and expansion 

of a church building. The project will be fairly labour intensive 

and requires people with a willingness to work.  

• You do not have to be a qualified builder or have had building 

experience. 

• Tasks will range from moving stones to painting walls, digging, 

laying pavers etc. 

AGARAK 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/
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Children’s and teen holiday Bible program 

• This will be carried out among children in the town of Agarak. 

You will need to help prepare and deliver Bible stories, craft 

activities, games and testimonies, as well as embrace and show 

love to the children. 

Other 

• Participation in Bible studies with other believers in Armenia. 

• A need to be flexible (things often don’t go to plan in developing 

countries) and able to cope with heat, discomfort, and long days. 

• A willingness to try things you have not done and food you have 

not eaten. 

 

Dates 

Thursday 29 June to Wednesday 12 July 2023 (inclusive)  

 

Cost 

• $3,700 (to promote short-term missions a 10% subsidy will deducted for all participants. 

See Appendix A, pg 8, for further details) 

• Price includes flights, accommodation and all meals in Armenia, missions book, and t-

shirt 

• Price does not include: 

o Food and purchases in transit 

o Visas (not required for Australian passport holders but check site for other) 

o Passport, medical cost (no vaccinations required) and insurance 

 

Who can attend?  

• The trip is open to those who regularly attend Hills, aged 14 plus. 
Those under 18 years old must be accompanied by a parent of the 
same gender. 

• There may be a limit to team size depending on the number of 
applicants. 

 

Participation requirements 

Since all mission trips require a great investment of the church's resources, as well as resources in-country, we have 

placed a list of criteria that you will need to meet to participate on this mission trip. You will be required to:  

• Have an active and obvious commitment to Jesus Christ 

• Show a strong commitment to the ministry at HBC 

• Have demonstrated some form of ministry involvement at HBC 

• Have the skill sets appropriate to the project (as far as you are aware) 

• Commit to attend all meeting and training sessions (4-5) 

• Attend one outreach into the community with your mission group (this will be led by the mission leader) 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/
https://www.mfa.am/en/visa/
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Training and preparation 

• Explore the purpose of missions 

• Read and discuss a missions related book 

• Cultural development 

• Children’s program preparation 

• Evangelism on-the-street training 

• Team building 

• Financial support training (see Appendix A, pg 8) 

• Prayer 
 
 

Proposed itinerary 

• 29 – 30 June 

o Fly to Yerevan, Armenia 

o Rest, and have dinner in Yerevan 

o Sleep at Seminary 

• 1 July, Sat 

o Breakfast at Seminary and travel to Agarak (7-8hrs)  

• 2 July, Sun 

o Worship with small group of believers in Agarak 

o Visit families and explore village 

• 3 July, Mon 

o Promote Kids Club in town 

• 4 July, Tue  

o Church restoration project / Kids Club 

• 5 July, Wed 

o Church restoration project / Kids Club 

• 6 July, Thu 

o Church restoration project / Kids Club 

• 7 July, Fri 

o Church restoration project / Kids Club  

• 8 July, Sat 

o Rest and team debrief 

• 9 July, Sun  

o Worship in Agarak Church 

• 10 July, Mon 

o Travel and sightsee (Norvank and Khor Virap), sleep at 

Seminary 

• 11 July, Tue 

o Sightsee (Market, Genocide Museum, Yerevan), fly out to 

Melbourne 

• 12 July, Wed 

o Arrive back in Melbourne 

 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/
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Safety Concerns 

• Since Armenia is a Christian, democratic country that has strong alliances with both the US and Russia there is no 
heightened level of safety concerns for visitors.  

• Based on the most up-to-date information put out by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade visitors are to 
‘Exercise normal safety precautions.’ 
(https://smartraveller.gov.au/Countries/europe/eastern/Pages/armenia.aspx) 

• Goers will always be in the company of known and trusted Armenian members of the Baptist Union of Armenia. 

• There are areas of the country currently under military occupation which we will not be travelling in or around. 

 

Passport 

• Please ensure that your passport does not expire before February 2021. Your passport needs to be valid for a 
minimum of 6 months after entry back into Australia. 

 

Payment Schedule 

1 February: $1,000 (deposit) 

2 March: $1,000 

1 April:  $1,000 

1 May:  Remainder 

 

 

Application process and key dates 
 

Application to be returned by:  Sunday, 25 December 2022 
Hand or email to Pastor Craig Baxter:    

cbaxter@hillsbiblechurch.org 

Application approval by:   Sunday, 8 January 2023 
 
Deposit required by:    1 February 2023 
 
Deposit amount:    $1,000 (non-refundable) 

Payments to be made by direct deposit into the Hills 
Bible Church account: 
Bank Account Name: Hills Bible Church 
BSB: 704-922 
Bank Account Number: 1000-11547 
* Please reference all deposits with your name and 
‘Armenia Mission’ 

Mission Trip 

2019 

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/
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General Facts 

• Armenia is a land-locked country, situated on the border between Western Asia and Eastern Europe. 

• Armenia’s population is approximately 3 million. Yet, there are about 11 million Armenians outside of Armenia. 

• The predominant religion is Armenian Orthodox (94.5%). Armenia was 
the world’s first Christian nation when it made Christianity its official 
religion in 301 AD. 

• During WWI the Turks killed 1.5 million Armenians out of the 
estimated population of 2.5 million. 

• As a result of the genocide the Armenian population had been 
completely eliminated from Asia Minor and West Armenia. Mount 
Ararat, the national symbol of Armenia, is now located inside Turkey’s 
borders. 

• Armenia became part of the Soviet Union in 1922 but gained freedom 
on 21 September 1991. 

 

Geography and Climate 

• Armenia is a mix of mountain ranges and flat plains. It has a dry and arid climate in the south and is cooler and 
mountainous in the north.  

• It has one of the world’s largest inland lakes, 
Lake Sevan, which supplies most of the 
country’s water and is a popular holiday 
destination. 

• The temperature in the capital, Yerevan, 
ranges from mid 30s in the summer to below 
zero in winter. 

 

People and Culture 

• The family units are strong in Armenia. Women are considered to be the bearers and transmitters of culture, 
customs, and tradition and are seen as responsible for child rearing. Children are highly valued, and they occupy 

the centre of attention in households until they reach 
their teens. At that time they are disciplined and 
expected to take on responsibilities.  

• After finishing high-school men are required to do 2 
years of military service. 

• Staple foods are bread and salt. Harissa, a 
traditional meal, consists of wheat grain and lamb 
cooked over low heat. Armenians everywhere love 
barbecued meats and vegetables. The pomegranate, 
with its symbolic association with fertility, is grown in 
abundance while the apricot is the national fruit.  
 

About ARMENIA  

http://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/attachments/maps/AM-map.gif
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APPENDIX A: Short-term mission support and funding policy 

This policy has been put in place to help goers offset some of the financial cost of a Hills Bible Church short-term 

mission trip and to provide an avenue for the wider church to partner with goers. 

The following funding and support options are: 

1. From the missions budget Hills will provide 10% of the financial cost of the trip. This will automatically 
reduce the funding required for this trip to $3,330.  
 

2. The wider church will have opportunity to support our short-term mission program by giving over and above 
their normal giving. Any funds given will be equally divided to fund any shortfalls in support for goers. 
 

3. Individuals going on a trip can seek financial support directly from close, personal friends in and outside Hills. 
Any requests must be made verbally and accompanied by a letter. A sample support letter will be provided 
once a person is approved and accepted for a particular trip. 
* Please note that raising support is optional and not required 
 

While we believe it is important for the greater church to financially participate in our short-term mission program, 

we also acknowledge the importance of individual responsibility and investment. King David shows us the 

importance of taking some personal responsibility for our service to God. When given a field for free, King David 

replied: 

‘"No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing’ 

(2 Sam 24:24, NIV) 

Based on this principle we expect goers to fund (personally or as a family unit) a minimum of 50% of the trip cost. In 

this case the amount is $1,800.  

If a person raises more than 40% of the trip cost (50% to be self-funded and 10% is offset through the missions fund), 

the extra money will be added to the short-term missions fund and used at the discretion of the pastors. Such use 

may be to allocate to another goer, fund extra and unexpected trip costs, further support the destination’s ministry, 

or develop a buffer for future trips. 

We are very pleased to offer this policy. If you have any questions relating to it, please direct them to Pastor Craig: 

cbaxter@hillsbiblechurch.org.  
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