
Ephesians: Unsearchable riches of Christ 

Study 8: Living but Dead 

READ Ephesians 2:1-3 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

The late Bishop of Durham England (1901-1920), Handley Moule, was right when he 

wrote, “Never was there a heresy, but it had something to do with an insufficient 

estimate of sin.” Paul understands that the moment we begin to downplay the 

gravity of human sinfulness is the moment we begin to strip the cross of its 

inestimable value and importance. Therefore, Paul contrasts the horrible plight of 

believers before their experience of Christ with their new life in Christ now. This 

experience can only be described as passing from death to life. 

Main lesson: We need a Saviour because we are spiritually dead, completely 

enslaved, and eternally damned 

Questions: 
1. What do most people believe about human nature? Are people basically good or 

mostly evil? Explain. 

 

 

 

2. What did Paul mean when he said that the non-Christian is “dead in the 

trespasses and sins”? In what way is someone dead? See the parable of the lost 

sons to see this illustrated (Luke 15:11-32, see vv. 24, 32) and Matt 8:21-22. 

 

 

 

3. What might it mean to walk, “following the course of this world” (v. 2)? What is 

the essence of “worldliness” and how might this assert itself upon a person? 

 

 

 

4. Can a Christian succumb to worldliness and how is this different to an 

unbeliever?  

 

5. How might we overcome the temptation toward worldliness? 

 

 

 

6. A. Who is the “prince of the air” and how does he work in an unbeliever’s life 

according to 2 Cor 4:3-4 and Acts 5:3/Luke 22:3? See also 1 John 5:19. 

 

 

 

 

B. According to Col 1:13, what did Christ do in response? 

 

 

 

7. A. What does it mean to live according to the passions of the flesh and why is 

such a life terminally dangerous (v. 3)? See Rom 8:6-8.  

 

 

 

B. How can the Christian fight the flesh (v. 3)? See Gal 5:16, 25. 

 

 

 

8. Why is an unbeliever under the wrath of God (v. 3)? See 2 Thess 1:7-9. What do 

we lose if we minimize or deny God’s wrath? 

 

 

 

9. How dire is an unbeliever’s state? What is the only answer? See John 5:24-25. 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: Christ who has defeated the powers of darkness and death and brought life 

Repent: of areas of your life that are being driven by the world, the devil and the flesh 

and turn to Christ and begin to walk by the Spirit by faith in God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OnLvc4YuLI

