
Ephesians: Unsearchable riches of Christ 

Study 5: Sealed and Secured 

READ Ephesians 1:3-14 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

Having praised God the Father for choosing believers before the foundation of the 

world, and praised the Son for our present redemption in Christ and future inclusion 

in Christ’s consummation of all things, Paul moves to praise the Holy Spirit. He does 

this by referring to Jewish believers (“we”, v. 11), contrasting them to Gentile 

believers (“you”, v.13). Both are God’s allotted portion whom He sealed with the 

Holy Spirit, who is God’s sure guarantee of a future inheritance in Christ. This closes 

Paul’s extended praise as He calls us to offer the same to God (v. 14). 

Main lesson: God’s desire is that we, as His people, would know our security in His 

love and power despite how unstable our world around us might be 

Questions: 
1. A. From v. 13, explain the process of someone coming to saving faith in Christ. 

 

 

 

B. How important is it for a person to hear the Word of Truth in order to come 

to saving faith in Christ? Can a person be saved without such an encounter? 

Explain. See Rom 10:14-17; Mark 16:15; Matt 13:1-9, 18-23. 

 

 

 

2. A. When is a person sealed with the Holy Spirit: at the point of conversion or 

sometime later? See Acts 2:38. 

 

 

B. What dangers are inherent in the view that we receive the Holy Spirit (or the 

baptism of the Spirit) as a “second” blessing, after salvation? Are there dangers 

in the view that these blessings are received once and for all at salvation? 

 

 

3. Let’s look at other places in Scripture where the word for “seal” is used to help 

us understand what it means for the believer to be “sealed” with the Holy Spirit 

(v. 13). Look up the following verses and explain how the Holy Spirit seals 

believers: 

 

Matt 27:66; Rev 20:3; Eph 4:30 

 

Rom 4:11; 1 Cor 9:2 

 

Rev 7:3; 2 Cor 1:22 

 

 

4. When a professing believer is living in sin and justifying him/herself, should we 

give him/her assurance of salvation? Why/why not? 

 

 

 

5. When a believer is grieving over his/her sin, should you help him/her regain his 

assurance of salvation? If so, how? 

 

 

 

6. What do you think it means when it says, the Holy Spirit “is the guarantee of our 

inheritance”? Can you think of an illustration to help convey what you mean? 

 

 

 

7. What has been most impactful from our studies of vv. 3-14 that has given you 

new or renewed insight into God “to the praise of his glory” (vv. 6, 12, 14)? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Glorify: and praise God for glorious grace which He has poured on you in abundance 

Thank: the Lord for guaranteeing your salvation with the sealing of the Holy Spirit 

Pray: that you would know God’s love and power toward you and be at peace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tv5BGBq9yiw

