
What is the Church? 

Study 1: The New Covenant Community 

READ Hebrews 8:1-9:23 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

What is the church? There are many important issues to deal with as Christians living 

in our world today, and some may consider this question to be toward the bottom 

of the list. While many feel that the “church” is outdated and out of touch with 

today’s progressive society, and has very little relevance to the issues of the world, 

the Bible paints a very different picture. In this six-part series we will explore various 

New Testament passages to understand the nature, origin, and importance of the 

church, and where we fit into her. Whatever our presuppositions may be, we will 

discover the vital relevance the church has to God’s redemptive plan as she engages 

our modern society. 

Main lesson: The church is a new covenant community of believers called out, 

forgiven, sanctified by God and physically united together 

Questions: 
1. A. What does the Bible mean by “the Church”? See Eph 2:19; Col 1:24.  

 

 

 

 

B. Are there distinctions between the “universal church” (1 Cor 12:28; 15:9; Col 

1:18) and the local church (1 Thess 2:14; 2 Thess 1:1). What might these be? 

 

 

 

 

2. Challenge question: How was the covenant made to Israel (Mosaic covenant) 

deficient in atoning for sin and helping God’s people obey Him? See Hosea 11:1-

4; Hebrew 8:8-12? 

 

 

 

3. From Heb 9:15-22, how is Christ the “mediator of the new covenant?” What did 

His death achieve?  

 

 

 

4. A. What might be some of the “riches” Paul is referring to in 2 Cor 8:9? 

 

 

 

B. Have you experienced these riches? If so, what difference is this making in 

your life right now? Consider what you place your hope in. 

 

 

 

5. How does the new covenant in Christ actually change God’s people inwardly so 

that they obey Christ with joy? See Heb 8:10; Deut 30:6; Ezek 36:27. 

 

 

 

6. The Greek word for “church” is ekklesia. It comes from ek, meaning “out from 

and to” and kaleo, meaning “to call,” and has to do with a group of people called 

out from one place and to another. From Heb 9:15, how does a person become 

a new covenant recipient and enter the universal church? See also John 3:3-8; 

Rom 8:30; John 6:44 (effectual call) and John 6:47; Acts 17:30 (general call). 

 

 

 

7. Are you part of God’s church? If so, how might you be living as once called out 

of the world, while remaining in the world? Do you find this challenging? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Adore: Jesus who is the mediator of a new and better covenant in whom we stand 

Thank: the Lord for securing you through His blood and giving you power by His Spirit  

Pray: that you might rest in Jesus’ new covenant promises and in nothing else 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4DDcazTW-g

