
PROVERBS: Wisdom for Living 

Study 12: Whose invitation will you accept 

READ Proverbs 9:1-18 and Matt 22:1-14 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

Whose invitation will you accept, Lady Wisdom’s or Woman Folly’s? This is the 

question being asked in chapter 9 as the father concludes the nine-chapter 

prologue. Both women present their case of why coming to feast on their banquet 

brings satisfaction and joy. The truths from the chapter are emphasised using a 

chiastic structure: 

A. Lady Wisdom’s invitation (9:1-6) 

B. Response to wisdom: the wise man and the scoffer (9:7-9) 

C. The foundation of wisdom (9:10-11) 

B. Consequences of response: the wise man and the scoffer (9:12) 

A. Woman Folly’s invitation (9:13-18) 

The person who chooses wisdom will be ready to study chapters 10-31, with eternal 

benefit. This is one who has humbled themself and is ready to grow in godliness. 

Main lesson: You must choose for yourself whom you will follow: Christ or self. Your 

reaction to the truth will expose your choice and pronounce your destiny. 

Questions: 
1. The metaphor of a feast is common in the Bible. What does this teach us about 

the character of God? What other “feast” passages come to mind? 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the similarities and differences between the invitation and feast of 

Lady Wisdom and Woman Folly (vv. 1-6; 13-18)?  

 

 

 

 

3. A. In Lady Wisdom’s invitation to the feast, she invites everyone (vv.2-5). That is, 

everyone except the scoffer, who is to be avoided (v.7). What does it mean to be 

a scoffer and why would such a person be unwelcome at Wisdom’s feast? 

 

 

 

B. How does a wise person receive correction (vv. 8b-9)? How do you respond 

when you are confronted or corrected? What does that reveal about you? 

 

 

 

4. Proverbs 9:10 repeats 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 

and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.” How does the fear of the LORD, 

or reverential awe of him, motivate us to choose wisdom over folly? 

 

 

 

5. What are specific ways the trap of folly is pulling you away from godly wisdom? 

What are the idols of your heart that are revealed by such temptations? 

 

 

 

 

6. Jesus invites us to a feast (Read John 6:35, 47). How do you respond to this 

invitation from Jesus at this very moment in your life? 

 

 

 

7. What are the most impactful lessons God has taught you from Proverbs 1-9? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: the sovereign God who rules His world with perfect wisdom and love 

Thank: God who has given Christ, our feast that wholly satisfies every longing heart 

Pray: that God would create in you a humble heart receptive of correction & reproof 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5hxs5j6_sA

