
PROVERBS: Wisdom for Living 

Study 9: Three Hazards to Avoid 

READ Proverbs 6:1-19 and LISTEN to Pastor Craig Baxter’s sermon. 

With age comes responsibility, and the responsibility to grow in maturity. This is not 

only the expectation in the world, but is also presented in scripture (Heb 5:11-12; 1 

Cor 13:11). The longer we walk with the Lord, the greater the expectation to grow in 

the Lord. In this study in Proverbs 6 the father presents the son with three hazards 

that he must avoid if he is to take up his responsibility and grow in maturity. 

Main lesson: Wisdom not only directs us in what is wise, but also in what to avoid. 

On the path of righteousness, we are to avoid foolish risk, laziness, and sowing 

discord. 

Questions: 
1. A. The admonition in vv. 1-5 is not to become a “surety” for someone else. A 

“surety” is someone who undertakes responsibility for the debt of another. 

What are some modern-day examples? Why should this be avoided? See Prov 

11:15; 17:18; 22:26. 

 

 

 

B. What should the person do if they find themselves in this position and why? 

 

 

 

C. What is the difference between being generous, which we are commanded to 

be (cf. Ps 37:26; Matt 5:42; Luke 6:35), and being a surety, which we are 

encouraged to avoid? 

 

 

 

D. How has Jesus become a surety for His people and why is this crucially 

important for you? See Col 2:14; Heb 7:22. 

 

2. Read 1 Thess 4:11-12 and 2 Thess 3:10-13 and explain Paul’s encouragement 

regarding work and why work is important. 

 

 

 

3. What do you learn from the ant regarding work ethic (vv. 6-8)? 

 

 

 

4. Challenge Question: How do you understand Jesus’ teaching in John 6:27 in light 

of the clear teaching that working to support you and your family is important? 

 

 

 

5. What’s wrong with the sluggard and what is the result of laziness (vv. 9-11)? 

How might you apply this spiritually? See Luke 13:24; Matt 25:14-30. 

 

 

 

6. From vv. 12-15, how can non-verbal communication be used to sow discord? 

 

 

 

7. What does God think of the one who sows discord from vv. 16-19 and why? 

 

 

 

8. What is the one thing you will apply from your study this week and how will you 

apply it? 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: God for the gift of Jesus who has become our surety when no one else could 

Confess: when you have not acted responsibly but have instead given way to laziness 

Pray: that you might grow in wisdom and maturity in all areas of your life 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjsUJGc--1A

