
PROVERBS: Wisdom for Living 

Study 2: Whose voice will you listen to? 

READ Proverbs 1:8-19 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

Ever since Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden of Eden and tempted by Satan 

to eat from the forbidden tree humanity has faced the question, “Whose voice will 

you listen to?”. Will you listen to the voice of wisdom, which pays attention to the 

realities of life and yields to God’s design, purposes, and plans, leading to blessing? 

Or will you listen to the voice of sinners (or Satan) that opposes God’s design, 

purposes, and plans, and ends in disaster? Our study presents two voices, two paths, 

and two destinations and asks one question, “Whose voice will you listen to?”. 

Main lesson: Every believer is called to heed the voice of wisdom, which leads to 

beauty and joy, and forsake the voice of sinners, which leads to death. 

Questions: 
1. What does the father plead for his son in v. 8 and why might this be necessary 

as the son matures into a man and leaves the protection of his father’s home? 

 

 

 

2. While the Proverbs are God’s instruction for every Christian, the scene highlights 

the central role parents play in preparing their children for life. How important is 

instruction in the home and why? See Deut 6:4-7; Col 3:20; 2 Tim 1:5; 3:15. 

 

 

 

3. What role does your church family play in instructing in wisdom for life? How 

might this encourage those with absent parents? See Tit 2:3-6; Heb 10:24-25. 

 

 

 

4. What promise is attached to the father’s plea? How might you understand this? 

Consider how Jesus ultimately fulfills this promise. See Rom 13:14; Matt 5:16. 

 

5. The first instruction and warning in Proverbs (and Psalms) speaks to the 

company we keep and the friends we make. Why do you think this might be so 

and what do you learn from this? See Prov 13:20; 1 Cor 15:33.  

 

 

 

6. What is the motivation of these sinners in v. 10? See v. 19; Rom 16:18; 2 Pet 2:3. 

 

 

 

7. A. What should you do “if sinners entice you” (v. 10)?  

 

 

B. Why? Read vv. 11-19? 

 

 

 

8. What do these sinners promise (vv. 13-14)? What might these represent in your 

own life (ie. security) and why are their promises counterfeit?  

 

 

 

 

9. Compare Jesus with these sinners. How is He infinitely worth following? See 

Matt 11:28-30; 1 Pet 2:21-25; Col 3:3-4. 

 

 

 

10. What has been your most encouraging or convicting lesson from this study? 

 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Praise: the Lord who has made known to us the riches of His wisdom in Christ Jesus 

Confess: times when you have forsaken the voice of Jesus for the voice of sinners 

Pray: that you would know and cherish Jesus more and more as you read Scripture 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OUcR7PnHAw

