
PROVERBS: Wisdom for Living 

Study 1: The Beginning of Wisdom 

READ 1 Kings 3:1-15, Proverbs 1:1-7 and LISTEN to the sermon by Pastor Craig. 

It is with some irony we observe in our contemporary society today that, despite the 

almost endless supply of help that promises successful living, we have more needs 

for help than any time in history. From this we can conclude that society seems to 

be living in a drought of wisdom. This study in the book of Proverbs seeks to mitigate 

this drought for all who come seeking wisdom to live a successful life under God. 

The first seven verses set out the purpose of the book and answer some key 

questions. What is wisdom and how do we gain it? In answering these they point us 

to a reverential awe of God that translates into a life of joy and honour to God. 

Main lesson: To live a life that pleases God and brings us joy requires wisdom which 

begins with the fear of the Lord. 

Questions: 
1. Read 1 Kings 3:1-15. What does Solomon ask God for and why do you think God 

was pleased with his request? 

 

 

 

2. The word “wisdom” can be translated “skill”. From this we understand that 

wisdom, presented in Proverbs, is the skill of living successfully under God. From 

Prov 3:13-18, how does gaining wisdom compare with gaining other things? 

 

 

 

3. A. In v. 2, the word “instruction” means to discipline or correct. Therefore, 

gaining wisdom requires a teachable spirit. Why might this be important? 

 

 

 

B. Read Prov 9:7-9 and identify the different responses to correction. 

 

C. How might you know if you are teachable? 

 

 

 

4. A. The Book of Proverbs has been given to “give prudence to the simple 

[naïve/gullible]” (v. 4). How does Proverbs define “the simple”? See Prov 14:15. 

 

 

B. Why is remaining “simple” dangerous? See Eph 4:14. 

 

 

C. V. 4 parallels “the simple” to “the youth”. Why might this be so? 

 

 

5. Solomon states the source or foundation of all wisdom as “the fear of the Lord”. 

What might it mean for a believer to “fear the Lord”? 

 

 

 

6. Why is “fear” the right and appropriate response to God? See Jer 10:6-7. 

 

 

 

7. In what ways are holy and reverential fear of the Lord intended for our good? 

See Prov 16:6b; Heb 11:7; Jer 32:39-40; Isaiah 66:2. 

 

 

 

 

8. How important is receiving Jesus to obtaining wisdom? See Matt 12:42; Col 2:3. 

 

 

STOP AND PRAY:  

Magnify: the Lord for His incomparable holiness, justice, power, and might 

Confess: times when you have displayed a contempt for God and not reverent fear 

Pray: that you would not run from God but bow before God in reverence and awe 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-bm_a5_1qM

